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The purpose of this pro-
ject was to develop a uni-
fied orientation and 
safety signage system for 
over 500 miles of the 
Susquehanna River Wa-
ter Trail (including the 
North and West 
Branches) in Pennsyl-
vania.   
 
Orientation and safety 
signage provides basic 
orientation, user and 
safety information. Uni-
fied signage was accom-
plished through the de-
sign of a sign template. 
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Paddlers enjoying the Endless 
Mountains section of the North 
Branch.  Photo: Middleton Evans 

Partners 

Project Manager: 

     PA Environmental Council 

Major Funders: 

     Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network,   

          National Park Service 

     PA Department of Conservation &      

          Natural Resources 

Provided In-Kind Installation Assistance: 

       PA Fish & Boat Commission 

       Local Property Owners/Municipalities 

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 

Endless Mountain Heritage Region 

Lancaster County Planning Commission 

Lancaster York Heritage Region 

Lumber Heritage Region 

Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy 

North Central Pennsylvania Regional Plan-
ning & Development Commission 

Rivers , Trails & Conservation Assistance 
Program, National Park Service 

SEDA-Council of Governments 

Susquehanna Greenway Partnership 

Susquehanna River Basin Commission 

Susquehanna River Trail Association 

 

Graphic Design Consultant: 

     Kirilloff Design 

Fabricator: 

     Pannier Graphics 

Cartography Consultant: 

     Eureka Cartography 



Panel Components 

• Headings―The main 
heading was the same on 
every panel. The second 
and third lines were 
changes per river reach 
and access point. 

• Overview Text―This text 
was repeated on every 
panel and included infor-
mation relevant to the 
entire river. 

• Water Trail Map―One of 
the most important com-
ponents of the panels. 
This project used existing 
water trail maps that 
were created by local 
project managers. There 
were changes to the 
maps to make them ap-
propriate for these pan-
els. Some of the maps 
were horizontal and 
some were vertical. 

• Safety Information & 
Safety Image―In addi-
tion to safety information 
provided by the maps, 
there was a clear safety 
message that was re-
peated on every panel. 

• Logo & Partner Recogni-
tion―The partners deter-
mined a hierarchy for 
recognition on the panels 
that changed per reach. 

• Index Map & Watershed 
Information―This infor-
mation  was the same on 
every panel. The specific 
geographic area of each 
map was highlighted in 
yellow. 

• Activity Image―This im-
age changed for every 
reach and was intended to 
give a feel for the type of 
activity taking place along 
that stretch of the river. 

• Reach Specific Text―This 
text was change for each 
reach of the river. 

• Iconic Image―Located at 
the bottom of the panel, 
this image was changed 
for each reach of the river. 

 

 

Phase I Accomplishments: 

• 49 total panels 

• 20+ project partners in-
cluding landowners 

• Six separate panel tem-
plates 

River Reaches: 

1. Lower Susquehanna 

2. Middle Susquehanna 

3. West Branch (two tem-
plates) 

4. North Branch (two tem-
plates) 


