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Coalition for Recreational
Trails presents annual awards

T he Coalition for Recreational Trails (CRT), afedera-
tion of national and regional trail-related groups, has
selected the winners of itsthird annual Achievement Awards
for outstanding use of Recreational Trails Program funds. The
awards will be presented at a specia Capitol Hill ceremony in
Washington, D.C. on June 14, 2001 as part of the celebration
of Great Outdoors Week.

Thetrail projects and programs honored by the CRT are:

* Locust Creek Riparian Trail Park, Jefferson City,
Missouri and the East Trapps Connector Trail inthe
Mohonk Preserve, New Paltz, New York, in the category
of Construction and Design - Local

» Cumberland State Trail Park, Crossville, Tennessee, in
the category of Construction and Design - Long Distance

» Pelham Bay Park Bridle Path, New York, New York, in
the category of Maintenance and Rehabilitation

» Southeast Alaska Avalanche Center Education Project
in the Category of Education and Communication

* Continental Divide Snow Trail Grooming Program,
Wyoming, in the category of Multiple-Use Management
and Corridor Sharing

* Snow Trail Signing Program, Wyoming, in the category
of Environment and Wi dlife Compatibility

» Cedar Ridge Trail, Tuttle Creek State Park, Manhattan,
Kansas, in the category of Accessibility Enhancement

The Recreational Trails Program, first established in 1991 and
then reauthorized as part of the Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century (TEA-21), returns a portion of federal gaso-
line taxes generated by non-highway recreation to the states
for trail-related purposes [ see the article on the reauthoriza-
tion of TEA-21 on page 3]. Currently, the program receives
$50 million in annual funding. CRT members are working
together to build awareness and understanding of the RTPR,

to support its effective implementation and to help ensure
that it receives adequate funding.

For more information on the Recreational Trails
Program, and projects funded in all 50 states, see
www.AmericanTrails.org (click on “Resources &
Library” and click on “Federal Funding”).
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New on-line database for
National Recreation Trails

T here is alot happening with the National Recreation
Trails (NRT) Program of the National Park Service.
This past year severa trail groups and agencies have worked
together to redesign and revitalize the NRT Program.

One big newsitem is that a searchable database of NRTsis
under development and will be available online this summer
a www.AmericanTrails.org. Thisisalisting of al 800+
National Recreation Trailswith details provided by the trail
managers. Trail users, land managers, and trail activists can
all get the information they need viathe American Trails
website. The online functions are in the development stage, so
please keep checking the site as it we continue building it.

Here are some example of ways to use the online database:
* Search for aparticular NRT by name

* Get alist of all the NRTsin any state or county or even
Congressional District, or search for aparticular trail type,
such asrail trails or backcountry trails

* Search for trails by activity type such as hiking, snowmobil-
ing, mountain bicycling, or canoeing

* Get information on trail length, accessibility, contacts, fees,
dates and times of operation, and Internet links

For more information on the National Recreation
Trails Program, and to see the new database, visit
www.AmericanTrails.org/NationalRecreationTrails
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On the trail of
accessibility awareness

An editorial by Stuart Macdonald and Christopher Douwes

Trails and greenways people are always looking for bright new
ideas. And when it comes to making trails more available to every-
body, most of us need to raise our accessibility awareness. Let's get
smarter! We'll improve our trails for everyone, and it's the right thing
to do. Here are some suggestions:

Most of usreally don't have a clue about the obstacles that confront
disabled visitors to our trails. One way to improve your accessibility
awareness isto get acquainted with people who use wheelchairs. Spend
some time with them around town, on atrail, and in apark. You'll learn
very quickly about grades and sideslopes, how tough atwo-inch high
obstacle is, and how much effort it takes to cross a stretch of gravel.

Another way to raise your accessibility awarenessis to learn about
existing trails. One good system is the Universal Trail Assessment
Process (UTAP). Developed by Beneficial Designs, this process
involves simple tools to measure accurately the basics of trail accessi-
bility: the slope (steepness), cross slope, width, height of obstacles, and
surface stability. Several state parks agencies and federal agencies have
trained staff in the process and use it to take a close look at their trails.
American Trailsis coordinating UTAP training around the country.
Check the calendar at www.AmericanTrails.org or contact American
Trailsto arrange for your own state or agency training program.

A lot of mental energy went into developing proposed regulations for
trails under the Americans with Disabilities Act. We don’t know when
they might take effect, or what they will finally require. But some smart
folks aready know alot about how to design and maintain trails for
better accessibility. We want to encourage them to share their experi-
ence and success stories with the rest of us. We're making it a personal
challenge to find ways to make more accessibility training available.

One exampleis our work with American Trails, which is developing
the National Trails Training Partnership (NTTP) with many other trail
groups and agencies. One goal isidentifying all the existing programs
that teach trail planners and volunteers about trail surfacing, design,
construction, and all the other elements that affect accessibility. We
hope to make this instruction more available, and we are looking for
more funding for new courses to raise accessibility awareness around
the country.

Finally, we should remember that our urban trails, or shared use paths,
should be fully accessible. The trails that link our communities make up
an important part of the multi-modal transportation system. Because
federal funds are so often involved in these greenway and bikeway pro-
jects, accessihility is clearly an important consideration. But it’s not just
the law, it's the smart thing to do.

Christopher Douwes of the Federal Highway Administration is
Program Manager for the Recreational Trails Program. Stuart
Macdonald is Chair of the National Association of State Trail
Administrators. For more on accessible trails training visit
www.AmericanTrails.org/NTTP
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News from America’s Tralls

National Trails Training
Partnership moves ahead

A merican Trailsis coordinating the National
Trails Training Partnership (NTTP), avolun-
tary association of Federal, State, and local agen-
cies, and trail organizations to improve the range of
skills and training available to enhance Americas
national system of trails and greenways.

The Partnership isfirst identifying trails training
available around the country through organizations,
agencies, universities, and businesses. To promote
these opportunities, American Trails maintains an
extensive calendar of classes, workshops, and
training sessions at www.AmericanTrails.org/nttp
and is developing the NTTP database of many
other trail and greenway resources. We'll also
be.creating pages to highlight training providers
and resourcesin all 50 States.

American Trailsis providing on-line detail s of
businesses, products, and services that support trail
planning, improvement, and education. We're al'so
doing research to identify needs as well as
resources in priority areas such as accessible trails,
volunteer development, funding, trail design, con-
struction, and maintenance, nonprofit management,
strategic planning, and liability. American Trailsis
also seeking grants to support the program and
develop new training materials and curricula.

Ways you can help!

« Sign on as a contributing partner

* Add to the calendar of training events

* Tell us about existing training opportunitiesin
your agency or organization

» Share training materials, curricula, and other
trails-related documents or expertise

* |dentify volunteers to help conduct research

* Suggest a source of funds to support training

» Describe unmet training needsin your area

* |dentify expertsin atrail-related field

* Invite others outside your group or agency to
attend your in-houses trail training sessions

For more information see the NTTP website:
www.AmericanTrails.org/NTTP

We’re eager to hear your ideas! Please
contact American Trails at (520) 632-1140 or
amtrails@futureone.com

Reauthorization of TEA
eyed by trails coalition

T he Coalition for Recreationa Trails (CRT) is
pursuing its strategy to support reauthoriza-
tion of federal transportation programs and ensure
continued funding for trails and greenways. CRT is
afederation of all national trails groups and many
state and regional recreation organizations with an
interest in the Recreational Trails Program.

The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA 21), enacted in 1998, expires September 30,
2003, so attention is being focused on its
reauthorization. In particular, two funding
programs have been a tremendous benefit for trails:
the Recreational Trails Program (currently $50
million nationwide) and Transportation
Enhancements (bike/ped facilities, historic
preservation, and other projects).

The National Governors Association noted May 3
that “ Despite the current Administration's full sup-
port of TEA-21 asrevealed in its recently released
FY 2002 budget blueprint, full funding of autho-
rized levels for highway and mass transit may face
an uphill battle as reauthorization of TEA-21is
debated in upcoming years.” The American Public
Transportation Association believes that “ Congress
islikely to begin the process of reviewing the exist-
ing law and writing new legislation during 2002
and 2003."

Trail advocates, however, are not waiting until
then. The Coalition for Recreational Trailsis devel-
oping an action plan that will cooperate with others
involved in TEA-21 reauthorization:

* Develop materials on the benefits of the
Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

» Work with State trails program agencies on
importance of RTP funding and reauthorization

* Ensure that Members of Congress are aware of
key trail projectsin their districts

« Develop press office contacts with agencies

* Provide opportunities for media events

For more information on the Recreational
Trails Program and the reauthorization of
TEA-21, see the American Trails website:
www.AmericanTrails.org (click on
“Resources & Library” and click on “Federal
Funding™).
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Trails legislation

Willing-seller legislation
moves through Congress

.R. 834, the National Trails System Willing

Seller Act, seeks to expedite the devel op-
ment of the national scenic and national historic
trails, although government entities are blocked
from forcing sales or condemning property.

On March 13, 2001, less than two weeks after Rep.
Scott Mclnnis (R-CO) reintroduced willing-seller
legislation in the 107th Congress, the House of
Representatives overwhelmingly passed it by a
409-3 vote. The bill was referred to the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.

Authority to purchase land along the 11 other trails
in the system already exists The nine affected
trails are: Continental Divide, Ice Age, North
Country and Potomac Heritage National Scenic
Trails, and the Oregon, Mormon Pioneer, Lewis
and Clark, Iditarod, and Nez Perce National
Historic Trails.

Bike Commuter Act
would provide incentives

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and Mark Foley
(R-FL) introduced legidation in the House
(H.R.1265) that would alow employees who bike
to work the same financial incentives as car-pool-
ers and public transit users.

The Bike Commuter Act would extend the
Transportation Fringe Benefit of the tax code,
which currently provides a tax-exempt benefit of
$175 for employees participating in qualified park-
ing plans or $65 for transit, car-pool, and van-pool
expenses, to bicyclists who chose to bike to work.

“Bicycling is one of the cleanest, healthiest and
environmentally friendly modes of transportation
that exists today. Common sense dictates that peo-
ple who bike to work should have the same finan-
cial incentives as those who car-pool or who partic-
ipate in aqualified parking plan,” Congressman
Blumenauer said.

IN Congress

New CARA bill supported
by 180 co-sponsors

A nother try is being made this year to pass
H.R. 701, the Conservation and
Reinvestment Act. Similar to last year’s bill, the
new CARA measure retains its provisions for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and
the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program
(UPARR). LWCF would be funded at its autho-
rized amount of $900 million and UPARR is fund-
ed at $125 million annually.

Changes from last year’s bill include an increase to
the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) to its autho-
rized level of $150 million; full funding of
Payment In-Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and Refuge
Revenue Sharing (RRS) at their authorized levels
of $320 million and $30 million, respectively; and
removal of agricultural programs that will be
addressed in the 107th Congress upcoming reau-
thorization of the 1996 Farm Bill. The wildlife pro-
vision deposits $350 million into an account creat-
ed under last year’s Commerce, Justice, State
Appropriations Act.

So far, more than 180 Members of Congress have
cosponsored the legislation. The goal isto revive
the same spirit of momentum that brought 315
members of the House to vote for passage of
CARA in the 106th Congress. The most recent
action on H.R. 701 wasitsreferral to House
Resources Committee.

National Discovery Trails
Act back in Congress

N ational Discovery Trails Act of 2001, H.R.
36, would amend the National Trails System
Act to “authorize an additional category of national
trail known as a national discovery trail... and to
designate the cross country American Discovery
Trail asthefirst national discovery trail.” The bill
has 29 cosponsors so far. It has been referred to the
House Resources Committee, Subcommittee on
National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands.

For more information on legislation affecting trails, see the American Trails’ Web site:

www.AmericanTrails.org

Click on the “News & Action” icon for current events. Articles and analysis are in “Resources & Library” under “Federal Legislation.”
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National Recreation Traill news

New NRTs designated for 2001
as program moves ahead

O n National Trails Day, June 2, 2001, a new group of 15
trails and greenways is receiving official designation as
National Recreation Trails by Secretary of the Interior Gale
Norton. Thisisthe first annual event to celebrate the NRT
Program. Descriptions of the new NRTs are on the web at
www.AmericanTrails.org/NationalRecreationTrails.

American Trailsisthe lead partner in the revitalization of the
National Recreation Trails Program, along with many other
supporters. Thefirst project was devel oping a website for the
NRT Program. Now underway is an on-line registry that will
recognize and encourage the use of existing trails, provide the
opportunity for their promotion, and stimulate and enhance
future trail development. The goal shared by all isto realize
the long term goal of “Trailsfor all Americans’ within 15
minutes of their home or work.

Applications being accepted
for NRT designation

A re you interested in more recognition
for your trail as a possible National
Recreation Trail? Applications for next year
are being accepted and can be downloaded
from the NRT website.

Who can apply for National Recreation
Trail designation?

Any public or private trail manager operating
atrail that meets the definition and criteria
below may apply for NRT designation.

What kinds of trails are eligible?

* A trail isatravel way established either through construction
or use and is passable by at least one or more of the follow-
ing, including but not limited to: foot traffic, stock, water-
craft, bicycles, in-line skates, wheelchairs, cross-country
skis, and off-road recreation vehicles such as motorcycles,
snowmobiles, ATV, and four-wheel drive vehicles.

* Roads and highways suitable for passenger car travel are not
eligible for NRT designation. Other programs are more
appropriate for their recognition, such as the National Scenic
Byways Program.

What arethe criteria for NRT designation?

1) Thetrail must be open to public use and designed, con-
structed, and maintained to the trail managing agency's
standards, in keeping with the use anticipated. Trails that

demonstrate state-of-the-art design and management are
especially encouraged to apply for NRT designation.

2) Thetrail manager iswilling to certify that the trail will be
open for public use for at least 10 consecutive years after
designation.

3) NRT designation must be supported by the landowner(s).

How do | apply for National Recreation Trail designation?
The trail managing agency is responsible for submitting the
application along with supporting letters, maps, photos, and
other documentation. Applications for NRT designation can
be printed or downloaded from the Website at:
www.AmericanTrails.or g/NationalRecreationTrails

When can applications be made for NRT designation?
National Recreation Trail applications are processed on an
annual cycle. Applications must be submitted by November 1
to the appropriate NRT Program contact for the designation to
be announced during the following Nationa Trails Day
celebration. It is recommended that interested trail managers
begin the application process by September 1 to insure they
meet the November 1 deadline.

If your trail ison federal land administered
by the Secretary of Agriculture:

The Secretary of Agriculture has delegated
authority for designating NRTs on land
administered by the USDA to the Forest
Service, which has developed its own desig-
nation process. For trails on National Forests,
National Grasslands, and National Recreation
Areas, contact National Recreation Trail
Coordinators for application information.

If your trail ison other federal land (outside the Department
of Agriculture) or on state, local, or private land:

The Secretary of the Interior isthe designating official for
NRTs on all other federal lands and on state, local, and private
lands, and has del egated responsibility to the National Park
Service for the overall administration of the NRT program.

For more information on the National Recreation
Trails Program see the NRT website:
www.AmericanTrails.org/NationalRecreationTrails
You can also contact the American Trails office at
(520) 632-1140 or the NRT Program Coordinator,
Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program,
NPS, 1849 C Street NW, MS 3622, Washington DC
20240 (202) 565-1200.

The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the
authors and should not be interpreted as representing the opinions or

policies of the U.S. Government. Mention of trade names or commercial
products does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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Unplugged and reconnecting

Working toward a new
mentality for trails

By Robert Searns, American Trails Board
Member

I had my first Krispy Kreme doughnut this morn-
ing. My neighbor, God love him, got up at 4:30
AM (to avoid the 2-hour wait at the drive up win-
dow) to bring back a box. | wondered as | bit into
this sugar coated, deep fried confection, wasit real-
ly worth it or is Krispy Kreme just the latest form
of bovine escape. | went to see for myself. Sure
enough, there was aline of carsfive mileslong at
the drive up window waiting to receive this new
sacred offering.

Thirty years ago in Future Shock, Alvin Toffler
described what he called the “ Third Wave” of radi-
cal change in human history— the “knowledge
age” driven by information technology. This erais
markedly different from previous ages of agricul-
tural settlement and industrialization. This epoch
has arrived with many benefits— plentiful food
(including Krispy Kremes), shelter, clothing, cures
for diseases and other forms of material abundance.
But it has also brought with it a certain void creat-
ed in part by information and sensory overload. We
are on the verge of being overwhelmed by a con-
stant flow—becoming atorrent of information, a
constant need to process and make decisions.

Television, radio, e-mail, voice mail, cell phones,
telemarketer calls, personal digital devices and
other electronic gadgetry increasingly demand a
response. Indeed there is a new kind of assembly
line that comes right into our homes where the
pace is set by others with no relief when the factory
whistle blows. Columnist ThomasL. Friedman
described this phenomenon quite well with the
term “device creep.” In arecent article, he suggest-
ed that by 2005 we will see a convergence of wire-
less technology, fiber optics, software, and other
communications products that may change the
Internet to the “Evernet.” This new Web will be so
all-encompassing that “your refrigerator will be
ordering your milk to your cell phone reporting
your heart rate to your doctor.”

He suggests that a natural human response to this
seems to be aworld of increasing partial atten-
tion—talking on your cell phone while watching

your kids play soccer— and aworld of asynchro-
nous communication where people don’t actually
talk with each other, rather they exchange mes-
sages by e-mail and voice mail. In the process we
may be losing the skill of complete and sustained
attention— unless focused on a getting a Krispy
Kreme, of course— in aworld where we are con-
tinuously “scanning the world for opportunitiesin
fear of missing something better.” The sense of
being-in-the-moment seems may indeed be on the
verge of extinction.

Increasingly we are becoming a spectator species.
We are offered passive gratification— fed the end
result— the view of the Grand Canyon from the
tour bus window, the sighting of some formerly
wild animal from a seat in amotorized tram at a
wildlife theme park, or a simulated volcano on the
Vegas strip. We experience by surrogate— mourn-
ing the death of a princess we didn’t really know,
the marital or drug problems of celebrities, or
peeking into the exploits of a simulated “eco-chal-
lenge” by contestants on Survivor or Temptation
Island.

For some of us, something about thisis not quite
right. Something is missing. Something preciousis
being lost. Though nature and natural spaces are
increasingly threatened, there is something more at
stake. It'saprimal sense of being connected to the
“real” versus being wired to the “virtual”— a sense
of spontaneity versus the planned and contrived.

We need alternative places to find
respite from the over-stimulation,
and “junk-food experiences.”

In the face of this change we need to find ways to
reconnect to the inner self and to the outer world.
We need alternative places to find respite from the
over-stimulation, and “ junk-food experiences.”
We need places of true physical and spiritual
renewal. Thisis not a new concept. It goes all the
way back to the 4th Commandment— honor the
Sabbath. The idea, | think, was, and till is, that we
need places to stop and clear the static to find the
inner voice. To be in the moment and find that
respite we need activities, places, and time to re-
unite the mind, body and spirit— and isn't that
what trails are al about?
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On the Trail: an editorial

Astrails enthusiast Phillip Ferranti put it, being on atrail is
“the perfect setting for leaving the paradigm of life situation
behind for just long enough to begin to feel and see what real-
ly concernsus.” Trails, open spaces and greenways are,
indeed, vital infrastructure because they provide this perfect
setting. They need also to be a part of our daily lives. Yes, we
need wilderness paths, and trailsin our national parks and
forests, but do we still have places in our neighborhoods
where we can get away for atrail experience. Do we— or our
kids for that matter— even have the time to take this respite?

A trail is not a route from here to
there. It is a place to reconnect.

We need access to these places. Access to these spaces should
be aright. Yet there are those who see only the commodity
value of public lands—and spaces and the commodity value
of recreation. Indeed we have made great strides but we are
not there yet. Many elected officials in both the state houses
and Congress still see trails and greenways as trivial, wasteful,
and intrusive. This amazes me even after countless studies
that show them not only to be an economic benefit— but a
huge economic benefit not only promoting better health,
tourism and economic but also a multi-billion recreational
equipment industry. Thisistrue at al levels even in your
backyard— a recent study by a homebuilders' organization of
over 800 developers nationwide showed that amenitieslike
trails and greenways outsold even tennis and golf facilitiesin
their popularity.

We need to work toward a new mentality and
thisishow we can do it:

We need a trail at everyone’s doorstep.

If people are going to use trails then they need attractive, safe,
accessible, convenient to use, paths and walkways in their
neighborhoods. Whether it's a tree-lined sidewalk in
Manhattan or an open space network in suburban Denver,
trails need to be a part of everyone's daily lives. No one
should be more than a 5-minute walk from atrail.

We need an inspiring National System of Trails and
Greenways.

Imagine every major national park offering a network of
walkways and bikepaths as an alternative to the drive-up,
“point and shoot moment.” Grand Canyon National Park is
now building such a pioneer system— the Grand Canyon
Greenway. Hopefully, this project will succeed and other
national and state parks will follow suit. Imagine aKaty Trail

in every state ultimately interconnected into a nationwide
system of multi-use pathways.

We need trail projects that reconnect the
communities.

Trail and greenway projects offer excellent opportunities to
engage volunteers, teach young people new skills and build
self-esteem and pride. We need youth and volunteer training
programs at both the local and national level that promote
lifetime participation in trail, greenway and land conservation
projects.

We need trails that heal the landscape.

Building atrail should be an environmentally healing process.
We always need to think about how the trail can inspire the
stewardship of the lands around it, while being sure that we
preserve and heal the corridor that hosts the trail. In other
words, it should be more than atrail, it should be a greenway.

Finally, we need to build trails that speak to the
heart and soul.

A trail isnot aroute from here to there. It is a place to recon-
nect. In building trails, we need to think about the trail experi-
ence. What does the trail look like? What does it feel like?
What does it smell like, taste, and sound like? Does the expe-
rience challenge the mind? Challenge the body? Does it touch
achord that resonates the soul? A good trail will do that!

In aworld of constant change and flux where being in the
moment seems increasingly harder to attain, thereisaso
something about the notion of traveling along a pathway—
under our own power— that reconnects us, and indeed binds
together all humanity as author Paul Gruchow put it, “those
of 10,000 years past and those 10,000 years hence”.

Robert M. Searns, the founding owner of Urban Edges,
Inc., a planning and development firm based in Denver,
Colorado, was recognized recently for his work with
the the Grand Canyon Greenway project team. Bob is
also a board member of American Trails and a
frequent contributor to Trail Tracks.
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Homeowners find trails

Omaha study confirms
benefits of trails

We were pleased to see another study
of the impacts of trails in a neigh-
borhood setting: Omaha Recreational Trails:
Their Effect on Property Values and Public
Safety. The study was completed in 2001 by
Project Director Donald L. Greer, Ph.D., of
the University of Nebraska at Omaha,
Recreation and Leisure Studies Program.
Partial funding was provided by the Rivers
and Trails Conservation Assistance Program
of the National Park Service.

CONCLUSIONS
Some of the key findings include:

» The Omaharecreational trails are used often by
nearby residents. Over half (58.4%) of the
responding used the trails daily or weekly.

* Omahatrails are generally perceived by nearby
residents as an economic benefit. Almost two-
thirds of those surveyed felt the trails would
increase the selling price of their home.

* Property owners do not appear to have awide-
spread concern for their safety. Trespassing, theft
and vandalism by trail users were relatively infre-
quent events.

* Very few residents in the sample had increased
home security, considered moving or wanted the
trail closed.

* Residents living along the trails appear to perceive
there to be a positive relationship between the
trails and neighborhood quality of life (75%).

* There are noticeable differences between trails (or
neighborhoods) in residents’ reaction to Omaha
trails. All neighborhoods reacted positively to the
trails, but the responses were higher among resi-
dentsliving near the West Papio Trail.

BACKGROUND

During the past decade, few metropolitan areas
have developed their recreational trail systems as
rapidly as Omaha, Nebraska. From a complete
absence of recreational trails and greenwaysin
early 1989, Omaha has developed a system that
today contains approximately 67 miles of paved
recreational trails.

Another 35 miles of trails are scheduled for com-
pletion within the next eight years, and trail plan-
ning has become a continued feature of the urban
and suburban park master planning process.
Resources for this rapid development have come
from avariety of sources, including the City of
Omaha, Douglas County, and the Papio-Missouri
Natural Resource District.

Despite increased promoation of trails for health and
recreation, critics of new trail development
continue to raise questions about the suitability of
trailsin neighborhoods. Concerns often focus on
the impact of trails on property values and public
safety in different types of neighborhoods.

METHODOLOGY

To address these concerns, this research sought to
examine the impact of the existing trail system,
focusing on residents living within one-block of
each of three targeted trail segments. Trail selection
was accomplished by consulting with the Omaha
Parks and Recreation Department. Criteriaincluded
the desire to examine trailsin areas of the city with
old and new housing, short versus long term exis-
tence of thetrail, and trails that are connected to the
system versus trails not yet connected.

Following the method of much previous trail
research, a survey was designed addressing three
distinct issues of interest: property values, public
safety, and trail use. Using both telephone and mail
survey methodology, we asked residents living near
the most heavily populated segments of the West
Papio, Keystone, and Field Club Trails about the
trails impact on public safety, property values, and
general neighborhood quality of life. Recognizing
that al households in these areas might not be trail
users, we also included questions about the frequen-
cy and type of trail usage by household members.

SURVEY RESULTS

Trail Use: All three trails had high percentages of
households who had at |east a member who used
their local trail.

Frequency of Trail Use: 85% of all surveyed
households had a member use their local trail daily
or weekly with the highest use on the West Papio
Trail.

Type of Trail Use: Walking (91%) and bicycling
(54%) were by far the most frequent trail use types.
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benefit communities

Influence of Trail on Home Purchase or sale

Of the respondents who purchased their home after the trail
existed, 63.8% indicated that the trail positively influenced
their purchase decision.

81% felt that the nearby trail’s presence would have a positive
effect or no effect on the ease of sale of their homes.

Experiences with trail-related theft and property damage
Theft (4.0%) and property damage (4.7%) were reported
infrequently by respondents and most of these incidents were
of relatively minor nature. Most security improvements men-
tioned consisted of building privacy fence or installing securi-
ty lighting around the home. These security measures were
deemed successful in al but one of the reported cases.

The use and acceptance of recreational
trails may differ depending on the
demographic characteristics of the

surrounding neighborhood.

Residents expressed the opinion that the trails had improved
lifein their neighborhoods. There was little indication of a
harmful impact except for three respondents, al located on the
Keystone Trail, who reported a decline in the neighborhood
due to the trails. Their resentment appeared to be associated
with the development of a controversial skateboard facility in
apark adjacent to the trail. Only one respondent out of 149
wanted to see the trail along their property closed. Only two
have ever considered moving but they are the same respon-
dents who did not care for an adjoining skateboard facility.

These data leads us to conclude that trail development in
Omaha, Nebraska has been well received by residents who
live adjacent to thetrails, the very group who would be most
directly affected by trail-related problems such as crime and
declining property values.

Results were not dissimilar to the findings of previous compa-
rable studies. By-and-large, the trails seem to be viewed as
desirable quality of life enhancements that, despite their occa-
sional problems, make homes and property more desirable
and improve the quality of neighborhood life. Even so, there
were signs in our data that the use and acceptance of recre-
ational trails may differ depending on the demographic char-
acteristics of the surrounding neighborhood.

The most positive responses to Omahatrails were found in the
neighborhoods surrounding the West Papio Trail. Trail devel-
opment has occurred more or less simultaneously with the
construction of newer housing, and where home prices are

higher and the educational and occupational backgrounds of
residents are likely to be higher. The average age of adults
may be lower, and the number of children per household may
be somewhat greater, in that region of the city.

In the older sections of Omaha near the Keystone and Field
Club Trails, we found that the trails generated a more guarded
optimism. This may be attributable to a number of factors. For
example, homesin these areas are generally very modest in
size and price, reflecting lifestyle trends that are decades old.
Owners of these properties may well recognize that the future
marketability of their properties is somewhat limited, no mat-
ter what amenities are added.

Limitations

Although we have gone to some length to achieve acceptable
methodological rigor in thisinvestigation, afew of itslimita-
tions should be mentioned in closing. The purpose of this
investigation was not to establish an absolute or “true” incre-
ment of value that results when residential property islocated
next to atrail. Rather, we only sought to determine whether or
not a subjective effect on property value exists in the minds of
residents. Thisfinding is consistent with the results of other
recent surveys in Omaha and Council Bluffs (Omaha Master
Planning Survey, 1998; Council Bluffs Master Planning
Survey, 1999). Findings showed a substantial number of ran-
domly selected respondents reported that they would pay

more for residential property located near public parks and
recreation facilities.

Finally, adecision that may strike some as a significant limita-
tion was the selection of our sample to cover only residents
living in close proximity to the target trails. We can defend
this decision on a number of grounds. Persons living near
trails, whether users or nonusers, are the most likely to be
aware of the safety and economic issues that were central to
our purpose.

THE BEST COLLECTION OF INFORMATION
ON TRAILS AND GREENWAYS!

Resources on line at
www.AmericanTrails.org

* Links to over 900 trails and trail-related
websites in all 50 states and Canada

* Hundreds of articles and documents on all
aspects of planning, development, and
management of trails

* News on jobs, legislation, and events

* Products, services, and businesses
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\eter C My Grpery - Tral Bulcing Eou prent

Toll Free 877-823-1043 < Tel. 208-263-4212 -« FAX 208-263-2067

POWER TOOLS TRACK EQUIPMENT ACCESSORIES
PARTS & SERVICE SALES & RENTAL
Pionjar Rock Drill Cobra MK1 Boulder Buster Tanaka Portable Drills

he Walter C. May Company, Inc., has dedicated ourselves to tools and
equipment for trail building, development, and maintenance in

State, National, and Municipal park areas.

Walter C. May Company has been in business and involved with the building
of trails for over 25 years. Walter C. May'’s personal experience combined with
excellent quality lines of products equal your best source for power tools and
track equipment for trail building.

We are a full service company, providing not just the tools and equipment you
need, but accessories, parts, and service. Whether you want to purchase or rent,
we will take good care of you. Please call us toll free at (800) 877-823-1043 or you
can find our Web Page at waltercmaycompany.com for more information or with
any questions you may have.

We look forward to hearing from you and to providing you with excellent
product and service.

Sincerely,

VWl ter C My




New research and studies

FHWA report finds travelers
want more travel options

A new survey by the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) finds that a mgjority of the public favors
expanding public transportation and building bikeways and
sidewalks, while new roads are much less popular.
Respondents to the “Moving Ahead” survey favored transit,
bikeways and sidewalks by over 60%. Less than 40% favored
building more roads. About 60% of respondents rated their
transportation system fair to poor in meeting the needs of
most people. Just 11% of respondents said the transportation
systemis“excellent” at meeting these needs.

At the same time, the survey found that about 60% of respon-
dents are personally satisfied with their community's trans-
portation system. Of highway travelers, 65% are satisfied with
the major roads they use most frequently.

Those dissatisfied with the highway system wanted more
improvements to pavement conditions, more effective ways to
deal with traffic delays during construction, and more com-
munity-oriented transportation enhancements such as transit
services, bicycle paths, and pedestrian facilities. The report is
focused mainly on highway conditions and is based on sur-
veys by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics and FHWA.

Only 25% of adults engage in
recommended exercise levels

T he Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have
released a summary report on leisure-time physical
activity during 1990-1998. While those who engaged in rec-
ommended levels of activity increased dightly from 24.3% in
1990 to 25.4% in 1998, those reporting insufficient activity
increased from 45.0% in 1990 to 45.9% in 1998. Those
reporting no physical activity decreased from 30.7% in 1990
to 28.7% in 1998.

While the levels of physical activity are “stable,” the tremen-
dousincrease in levels of obesity during the same period
underscores the need for a coordinated and concentrated
campaign to increase physical activity in the U.S. Another
CDC survey shows that more and more children (13%) and
teens (14%) are overweight, continuing the pattern the survey
documented over the past two decades when the number of
overweight children doubled.

For more information on health and the benefits of
trails, see the American Trails website:
www.AmericanTrails.org (click on “Resources &
Library” and click on “Benefits of Trails”).

How do we get people out on
the trails for their health?

A n article in the Wall Street Journal asks a provocative
guestion: “Everybody knows they should exercise. So
why do so few people actually do it?" Surveys generaly find
that 60% or so of adult Americans get little or no exercise.
Less than 10% of school children walk or ride their bicycles
to school. But in the early 1970s, over 60% walked and biked.

What has caused the drop in physical activity in the face of so
much publicity about exercise and fitness? One answer isthe
change in our human environment. While people traditionally
walked to school or shopping, in typical new housing areas
they simply can’'t. According to Gregory Heath of the Centers
for Disease Control, “Many of these communities are isolat-
ed-living communities. They lack connectivity to commerce,
education, and entertainment.”

Another reason people don't exerciseislack of time. Hereis
where trails can benefit tremendously: safe and attractive
routes to work, to school, to church, and to shopping are all
ways that people can combine exercise with necessary trips.
Instead of driving to the gym to use the treadmill, our goal
should be to make trails part of everyday life for more people.

The challenge, according to the Journal, is to help people
change the way they think about exercise— “instead of
regarding fitness as afad or the province of marathon runners
and the hard-body set, and considering it instead as a neces-
sary part of our daily routine.”

Nebraska coalition studies
opinions on trails and parks

T he Nebraska Health and Human Services system coordi-
nated a 2000 study of residents on their opinions on
trails, physical activity, and parks. Though the health benefits
of physical activity are well documented, a quarter of adult
Nebraskans engage in no leisure-time physical activity.

The survey, designed to understand attitudes and promote the
use of trails and parks to improve fitness, is titled Support for
Walking and Biking Trails and Recreational Sites; Srategies
to Promote Physical Activity in Nebraska. Findings include:

* 47% use trailsin their community

* 13% had ridden a bike to work at least once in the last year

* 56% would use trails if they had onein their community

* 78% agree that trails are an asset to a community

* 74% believe that more recreation trails should be devel oped
throughout the state

* 68% support public funds being used to build trails
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Case Study: sharing winter trails

Snowmobilers and skiers reach

agreement in Sun Valley

By Adena Cook, Public Lands Director for the
Blue Ribbon Coalition

n agreement between snowmobilers and cross-country

skiersin the Wood River Valley made the news recently.
at apress conference in Ketchum, Idaho. This historic effort
by a specia committee of snowmobilers and cross-country
skiers aims to solve conflict between the two groups.

A challenge was made by Sawtooth National Forest
Supervisor Bill LeVere. “When | came on as Supervisor five
years ago,” he observed, “the biggest issue in the Forest was
not grazing or logging, but was the conflict between skiers
and snowmobilersin this Sun Valley area.”

Historically, there was a“ gentle-
men’'s agreement” between cross-
country skiers and snowmobilers that
the areas north of Prairie Creek were
used by the skiers and the Baker
Creek area and south were used by \
snowmobilers. However, five or six

years ago, thisinformal arrangement

began to erode. New people moved to the area who were
unfamiliar with the agreement. Technology changed.More
people were using the area for winter fun. Conflicts escalated
and enjoyment declined.

To begin to address the situation, the Blaine County
Recreation District in 1996 formed a Wood River Winter
Recreation Coalition, a group composed of skiers and snow-
mobilers. While the group achieved some success in address-
ing small issues, they were unable to resolve the larger prob-
lem of escalating conflict in favorite areas. By 1999, it was
apparent that this effort was not going to succeed.

In December 1999, Supervisor LeVere met with the group and
challenged them, "Come up with a resolution, come up with a
map in ayear'stime, or I'll do it for you.” Both groups real-
ized that the agency was unlikely to develop a plan they'd
each like. Snowmobilers knew that some closures were immi-
nent and they were terrified of losing their favorite areas.
Skiers wanted some assurance that they could enjoy a scenic,
fun experience without encountering a snowmobile.

They formed a Winter Recreation Mapping Group composed
of five snowmobilers and five skiers. To begin their collabora-
tion, they hired Bob Werth of Werth and Werth Mediation of
Ketchum, Idaho, to assist them. They began an intense
process of communicating and collaborating that was difficult
but ultimately successful.

Werth worked intensively with the group to lay the ground-
work for addressing the issues. Members had to learn to
understand and respect the other side. They had to learn to
communicate and negotiate. They also had to frame the para-
meters of the issue and work out a timetable.

The group agreed to keep the proceedings confidential. Forest
Service personnel could attend and observe. They provided
technical information as requested and took minutes for the
group, but otherwise did not participate.

Last winter, the group took a field trip where each member
first skied, then snowmobiled to facilitate mutual understand-
ing. They spent time in a back country yurt talking about
management details that would be addressed later. They began
to discuss criteria against which aspects of a plan's details
would be tested. Subsequent development of these criteria
was essential to the ultimate suc-
cess of the project. All of this pre-
ceded actual work with maps that
would shape how allocations would
be made on the ground.

There were many frustrations along
the way. The group's progress was
set back by an unfortunate incident
this past year when someone burned a popular yurt near the
headquarters of the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.
Skiers accused the snowmobilers, increasing tensions between
winter recreationists. In an effort to reconcile, volunteers on
both sides rebuilt the yurt.

Asthe group faced their frustrations, snowmobile member
Nancy Monk said, “We live together. We go to church togeth-
er. Our children go to school together. What kind of example
do we set if wewak away from these problems? What kind of
community do we want?’

The group finaly produced a map to present to Supervisor
LeVere which allocates areas closed to winter motorized use,
areas closed to winter motorized use until March 15 but open
after that date, and areas open to winter use. In one area snow-
mobilers will be urged to stay on a designated route to protect
the skiing opportunity adjacent to the area. In the areas open
for winter motorized use, non-motorized recreationists will be
advised that encounters with snowmobilers may be expected.

Supervisor LeVeretook the group's recommendations and
made his decision by specia order. He aso based his decision
on advice from staff, review of the Forest Plan, other regula-
tions, and the Endangered Species Act, professional judg-
ment, and correspondence from other users. The decision
makes provision for special use permittees and property own-
ers to access their homes by snowmobile in the winter.
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Sharing trails successfully

The group acknowledged that its work is just half over, even
though they've gotten the agreement of their respective
constituencies. While they have laid a concrete foundation for
management of the area's winter recreation, implementation
will make it areality. The skiers have historically had a
“courtesy patrol;” thiswill now be expanded to include
snowmobilers. Signs and informational material need to be
produced and distributed. The public at large and the press
must be enlisted to implement the plan and make it work.
The group will continue to meet this winter to refine issues
as the plan's implementation is monitored.

The plan represents a compromise, according to Idaho State
Snowmobile Association Public Lands Director Sandra
Mitchell, “No one group received everything it wanted. In the
end, we all had to give alittleto get alittle. The process was
long and hard, but it was appropriate for this unique area.”

“We go to church together. Our
children go to school together. What
kind of example do we set if we walk
away from these problems?”

Idaho SenatorsLarry Craig and Mike Crapo, and
Representative Mike Simpson praised the decision.

“1 praise the collaborative efforts by back country skiers and
snowmobilers that produced a decision they both can agree
upon,” Senator Craig said. “Thisis an excellent example of
two feuding groups working together to ensure valid uses of
our public lands continue. | applaud Forest Supervisor Bill
LeVere for hisleadership on thisissue and hope that this
effort can serve as a precedent on how to work out future land
management disagreements.”

Senator Crapo said, “These have been contentiousissuesin
Idaho and elsewhere in the West, but it has been proven time
and time again that bringing all sidesto thetablein atruly
collaborative manner results in the best decision-making and
this recreation plan is a good example of that.”

Congressman Simpson said, “When local users sit down,
work out their differences and solve the problemcthe public
wins. Thisis exactly what should happen al over Idaho.”

Although the circumstances and physical locale of the Wood
River Winter Recreation Mapping Project are unique, the
process they used is not. With the assistance of a skilled facili-
tator, such as Bob Werth, elements of the process can be iden-
tified and used in other situations. It is hoped that this kind of
collaboration will be the future of land management planning.

The Continental Divide Trail

belongs to all citizens

By Lyle Laverty, Associate Deputy Chief, USDA
Forest Service

H ikers, mountain bikers, and equestrians are all users of
the CDT. All of them are enjoying the outdoors, chal-
lenging themselves, and gaining new skills, and renewing
themselvesin the pleasures of activitiesin the great outdoors.
When they meet on this multiple-use (shared-use) trail, some-
times conflict results. Sometimes this conflict includes fear,
physical interaction, and other times just plain annoyance at
the interruption of their activity or enjoyment of nature. With
increasing frequency, as the amount of trail use increases and
the kind of users diversifies, conflicts are escalating.

To resolve these conflicts, hikers, mountain bikers and eques-
trians all call on public land managers. Unfortunately these
managers are often asked to reduce or eliminate some users on
the public lands commons, or build and maintain new trailsto
provide additional opportunities for single uses as the easiest
route to reduce conflict. With limited budgets and limited
public lands these kinds of solutions create winners and losers
and often deny access equity to the most under-represented
user group.

Multiple-use trails are efficient, environmentally friendly, and
sometimes the only practical alternative. Managers alone
cannot be expected to resolve these social issues. Users need
to build on common ground, engage with managers, and
together undertake thorough and thoughtful planning
embracing each other's recreation needs.

Providing opportunities for high quality recreation
experiences while sustaining the trail systems and natural
areas they pass through should be everyone's goal. Research
and experience shows that workable solutions can be reached
that can manage these often emotional conflicts, given
commitment and cooperation among users and managers.

Lyle Laverty was previously Regional Forester for the
USFS Rocky Mountain Region. His comments
appeared in the Spring 2001 Continental Divide
Trail News.
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Promoting education and care

Contribute
to the
conservation
and
celebration
of our great
outdoors by
actively
participating
in the

Tread Lightly!
program.

Dialogue continues on
responsible recreation

he mission of Tread Lightly!, Inc., isto instill

an ethic of low-impact recreation among all
Americans. The non-profit group has sponsored a
series of “Convergence Dialogue” meetings for
outdoor recreation interests to share ideas and
develop astrategic plan of actionsto promote
responsible recreation into the new millennium.

The third meeting was held March 30-31in
Shepardstown, West Virginia, at the National
Conservation Training Center. Participants repre-
sent federal and state land management agencies,
enthusiast groups, industry, and conservationists.

Actions agreed on included:

» Get Administration and agency heads to stress the
importance of recreation management to the field.
Both motorized and hon-motorized recreation
organizations agreed to work together on this
goal. It includes providing more accurate informa-
tion on the unmet funding needs.

* Develop a system that allows the participants to
collect and submit accomplishments and success
stories to a central clearing house for distribution
to agencies and the public.

* Promote a dialogue with non-motor-
ized recreationists and environmen-
talists about role of motorized recre-
ation on public lands.

» Form abroad coalition for recre-
ational access which includes all
types of users.

* Expand and enhance education on responsible
recreation ethics to such groups as hunters and
youth groups, as well as to the general public.

* Develop education actions, including classroom
curricula, coordination of of Tread Lightly! and
Leave No Trace messages, and encouragement of
recreation groups to pass along the message.

* Incorporate off-highway vehicle ethicsin state
hunter safety education programsin all states.

* Include education on what the consequences are
of not using proper ethics

fread

LEAVING A GOOD IMPRESSION

« Build common approaches, and support planning
for balanced travel management that includes
both road and trail opportunities on public land.

« Continue the Dialogue Series and find new ways
to reach out to non-participants in away that sets
aside polarized positions and palitics.

» American Trailswill help develop coalitions
among non-governmental organizations on com-
mon approaches for travel management support
on public lands, and to provide aforum for
responsible recreation efforts at the next National
Trails Symposium in 2002.

Attending the Convergence Dialogue was Nina

L eopold Bradley, eldest daughter of Aldo

L eopold, author of A Sand County Almanac. She
inspired participants with her keynote presentation
on finding a connection with the land while reading
her father’s famous book. Bradley, a renowned
conservationist, works with the Aldo Leopold
Foundation to help people connect with the land
around them.

The complete text of the March 30-31
Convergence Dialogue meeting is available
at www.AmericanTrails.org. Click on
“Resources & Library,” then click on
“Federal Agencies.”

ightly!

Join Tread Lightly!

One of the great things about Americaisthe
opportunity to travel the backcountry and see many
wonderful sights, like wildlife, mountaintop vistas
and scenic lakes. Tread Lightly! wants to help
conserve these wonderful opportunities and we
would invite you to contribute to the conservation
and celebration of our great outdoors by actively
participating in the Tread Lightly! program.

For more information on Tread Lightly!, Inc.,
please contact their office at (800) 966-9900
or visit the Website at www.treadlightly.org.
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among all trail users

BLM publishes national OHV

management strategy

T he Bureau of Land Management has released its final
National Management Strategy (Strategy) on motorized
off-highway vehicles (OHV), which is aimed at promoting
environmentally sound OHV use on BLM lands.

“This Strategy seeks to recognize the interests of motorized
OHV users while protecting environmentally sensitive areas
on the public lands,” said Henri Bisson, the BLM's Assistant
Director for Renewable Resources and Planning. “It also
highlights what the BLM needs in the way of staffing and
funding to manage motorized OHV's more effectively.”

Thefinal Strategy takes into account more than 14,000 com-
ments from the public. Mountain bicyclistsin particular were
concerned about being included in the motor vehicle strategy.
The BLM removed human-powered vehicles from the final
Strategy and is recommending a separate management strate-
gy for mountain bikes and other mechanized vehicles.

The document also recommends ways to review and resolve
OHYV issues, including signs, maps, and public information;
monitoring OHV impacts; road and trail design; and mainte-
nance and restoration. It also seeksto clarify for BLM land
managers their legal authorities in managing motorized OHV
use and activities.

The Strategy also aimsto
reduce conflicts among pub-
lic land user groups, pro-
mote responsible motorized
OHV use and reduce habitat
degradation; and provide an
opportunity for long-term
involvement by the publicin
motorized OHV manage-
ment on public lands.

Thefina Strategy recog-

nizes that, consistent with the BLM's existing policy, motor-
ized OHV use is an acceptable activity on public lands wher-
ever compatible with the Bureau's resource management
objectives and when in compliance with the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976. Revision of
existing OHV regulations can occur only in the formal rule-
making process, with full public participation.

For links to the complete document and more on fed-
eral land management, see the American Trails web-

site;: www.AmericanTrails.org (click on “Resources

& Library” and click on “Federal Land”).

Motorcyclists and bicyclists
cooperate on trail project

Col orado’s State Trails Program has been encouraging
different trail user groups to work together to fund and
complete trail projects. Thiskind of cooperation aso helps
raise the evaluation score on grant applications. One recent
project is abridge over Dry Creek on the Tabeguache Trail
across BLM land in western Colorado. Working together on
the project were the Colorado Plateau Mountain-Bike Trail
Association and the Motorcycle Trail Riders Association.
Funding was provided by a grant from the Colorado Off-
Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund as well as donations, and
work was done with volunteer assistance.

For information contact Jack Placchi, Colorado OHV
Program Manager at (303) 866-3203 Ext. 338 or
jack.placchi@state.co.us.

Four wheelers help educate

national forest visitors

A n effective way of minimizing resource impactsin high
use areas is to contact visitors directly. The California
Association of Four Wheel Drive clubs has worked with the
El Dorado National Forest on a volunteer program to educate
visitors. Ron Hanson, a ranger with the Forest, said “We've
been really happy with al the clubs who have come out and
volunteered... we don’t have the resources to do this our-
selves.” Volunteers staff a checkpoint every weekend during
the winter as well as summer programs for the Rubicon Trail.

For information on the program contact Dana
Holland at (916) 455-3306 or California Association of
Four Wheel Drive Clubs at (800) 4X4-FUNN.

Sierra Nevada Mountain Bike

Club works on multi-use trails
By Don Amador

A mountain bike club in California donated over 600
hours of volunteer labor last year to help maintain mul-
tiple-use trails in the Sequoia National Forest. The Southern
Sierra Fat Tire Association Mountain Bike Club worked on
trails used by off-roaders, equestrians, hikers, and bikersin
the Cannell and Greenhorn Ranger Districts. SSFTA isa
member organization of the Blue Ribbon Coalition and works
with OHVers, equestrians, and other trail users— a good
example of diversity and cooperation on our public lands.
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Indiana

“Tavern on the Trail” in Indianapolis

draws concerns

Are bars and bikes compatible? Trails advocates are
always citing the economic benefits of trails, but a
case in Indianapolis brought out concerns about
zoning and the role of the city in approving a
proposed new restaurant on the Monon Trail.

The developer proposes expansive outdoor decks
with a path to connect the trail and the tavern.

We thought we had heard every variation on claims
by adjacent landownersthat trail users are danger-
ous, but an editorial in the Indianapolis Star pro-
vides a new twist. “The urban trail is awonderful
place to jog, walk, or ride a bike. But adding alco-
hol to the mix raises the potential for trouble.” The
paper goes on to note that “ The trail passes close to
backyards and businesses. The thought of hard-
drinking revelers leaving atavern to venture along
the Monon heightens concerns about vandalism and
other crimes in nearby neighborhoods.”

lowa

Western Historic Trails Center spurs trail
plans for Council Bluffs

The Trails Center is dedicated to the travelers on
four major pioneer trails. A 2.5-mile trail will con-
nect the Center to the Wabash Trace, which extends
63 miles to the Missouri border. Council Bluffs
would also like to improve a network of trails along
the Missouri River to link with the proposed lowa
Riverfront Trail. That trail in turn would connect
with the riverfront trail underway on the Nebraska
side, which includes a new pedestrian bridge across
the Missouri. Plans call for the creation of 17 miles
of trailsthat would surround Council Bluffs.

New Jersey

Bergen County links trails with bridges
According to a March 28th story in the Bergen
County Record, plans are underway to link nearly
11 miles of existing trailsin the area via three new
bridges and an interchange underpass. The multi-
million dollar project has been a priority with local
cyclists since 1991, when they began pressuring
County Freeholders to make it happen.

To get to this point, however, required obtaining
easements, condemning one small property, getting

News from America’s Trails

State EPA approvals, and, of course, securing the
money (over $1.3 million). AsLinda Krauss,
president of the 1,600-member Bicycle Touring
Club of North Jersey, put it, “It's a great way to get
kids out on their bicyclesin a safe environment.”

New York

New York group named State OHV
Association of the Year

The National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation
Council presented an Award of Excellence to the
New York State Off-Road Vehicle Association for
their outstanding service to OHV recreation. Al
MacK enzie, President of NY SORVA ,accepted the
award. The group is the recognized leader of off-
highway motorcycle and ATV clubsin New York
State representing over 250,000 OHV enthusiasts.

Mr. MacKenzie states that NY SORVA is currently
working on many projects, one of which is encour-
aging al ATV and OHM clubsin New York to
attend a state conference to further enhance to sport
of legal off highway recreational trail riding.

To find out more about NYSORVA, see their
website at: http://www.nysorva.org

Wisconsin

Wisconsin State Parks beckon skiers after
dark on candlelit trails

Another way to make the trail experience magica
is happening in some of Wisconsin's state parks:
candlelit trails. Nearly 50 outings last winter led
skiers and snowshoers along woodland trails
transformed with rows of candles.

The flickering lights amid huge shadows beckon
trail usersinto the tunnels of trees. Amenities
include a blazing bonfire to help warm up, refresh-
ments such as hot chocolate, coffee, and apple
cider, and charcoal grills for outdoor cooking.
Adding to the atmosphere of the wilderness are the
hoots of amorous owls, the yodeling of coyotes,
and the muffled grunts of a porcupine.

Gerald Truman, Mirror Lake State Park superin-
tendent, launched candlelight skiing in 1987.
“We' ve taken the deadliest possible timein state
parks and done something exciting with it.” The
idea spread to many other state parks and state
forest units. Visitors from Illinois, Minnesota, and
lowa are often found among the trail users.
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and Greenways

Citizens help select
greenway route in Maine

A part from Florida, Maine contains the longest section of
East Coast Greenway on its 2,600 mile route from the
Canadian border to Florida. It is the most rural and |east popu-
lated of the 15 Eastern seaboard states and arguably provides
some of the most scenic and historically interesting experi-
ences for the non-motorized traveler along the entire route.

“Although Maine has significant stretches of abandoned rail-
way and utility right-of-way that will provide excellent
Greenway, much of our route will haveto utilize roads initial-
ly,” says Sue Ellen Bordwell, the Chair of the Maine East
Coast Greenway committee. “ Our objectiveis not only to
develop asafe and scenic interim road route but one that local
communities will support.”

On a rainy weekday night...

How has the “regional town meeting” process worked? Let's
take alook at one of the 11 meetings, this one in Belfast,
Maine. John Balicki, the Bicycle/Pedestrian coordinator for
the Maine Department of Transportation has arrived early to
set up the corridor maps and the tables for the group consen-
SuS mapping exercise.

Although only 12 attendees ventured out on this harsh early
April night, they represent a diverse cross-section of the local
communities: a city councilwoman, a professional city plan-
ner, the head of the local trails group, a kayaker, along dis-
tance hiker, amember of the Regional Transportation
Advisory Council, and several cyclists from surrounding
towns. An overview of the East Coast Greenway vision, orga-
nization, and progress is followed by a description of how the
corridor was defined in the State of Maine.

EAST«~COAST “Sothisisanother MDOT project?’ asked one

A series of 21 “regional town meetings’ were
organized to enable local officials, citizens, and
trail groups to decide not only the best route for
the Greenway, but also the best interim road route
to be used while the Greenway is being designed
and built. Pat King, Chair of the East Coast
Greenway Alliance Board of Trustees explains,
“It iseasy to draw aline on amap. We did not
want to repeat the mistake of other trail organiz-
ers by utilizing a top-down approach.”

attendee with acynical tone. “Not at all,” replied
Balicki, “the easement acquisition and the actual
planning of the trails along the Greenway route
are being done by citizen groups and volunteers.
MDOT and its engineers are only facilitating the
meetings and recording the results.”

Thefirst section of the East Coast Greenway
starts at the Canadian border in Calais. The route
follows much of the 132-mile Calais Branch rail-with-trail
project sponsored by the Maine Department of Transportation
and the Sunrise Trail Coalition. During the initial planning
design, input was sought from within MDOT, other state and
federal agencies, municipalities, and the public. Later, four
public meetings were held for citizen review and input.

Another example of this processisin the southern part of
Maine, where the Greenway will follow the planned 65-mile
Eastern Railroad corridor between the New Hampshire border
and South Portland. “ It may take 10 to 15 years to convert all
off-road sections to useabl e standards following the original
Eastern Railroad corridor wherever possible,” says John
Andrews, the president of a group of dedicated volunteers
working to make the Eastern Trail aredlity.

Again with MDOT financing, more than 280 attendees in six
public meetings helped to define two parallel routes— one for
the ideal off-road trail, and a second on-road parallél route
which can be opened as soon as signs and maps can be pro-
vided. The road sections may continue in use as optional
routes for those preferring access to town centers and ameni-
ties, aswell asif atrail needs to be closed for maintenance.

GREE

A Tradl The second part of the meeting was more fun: a
1—'_ 'r_’r"‘_!:';'l'“-".':' participative mapping session. Balicki unrolled
' large-scale maps covering the 40-mile corridor
that was the focus of the night’s meeting.
NWAY

Marking pens made their way around the table as
people inked in routes and aternatives. Some
were crossed out and others were doubled or triple marked to
emphasize the voting. At the end of the meeting, both the pre-
ferred Greenway and interim road routes were marked, along
with numerous shops, campgrounds, museums, bakeries, and
the establishment with the best Margaritas on the Mid-Coast.

The next steps were outlined by Balicki: the routes would be
checked on the road for any potential problems; each munici-
pality would receive aletter requesting endorsement of the
route(s) through its community, and finally, awritten report
summarizing the selection process would be published.

Thisinclusive, grass-roots process has proven successful in
other states as well, not only in finding the best route for this
trail but in developing the local base of support required to
ensure that it isimplemented.

For more information about the grass-roots selection
process for the ECG route in Maine contact: Sue Ellen
Bordwell, the Chair of the ECG Maine State
Committee (207) 846-3340, seb1476@aol.com or
John Balicki, Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator, MDOT,
(207) 287-6600, john.balicki@state.me.us.
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Recognition for trail projects

Well-designed
trails could
truly engage
the present
moment and
provide a
sense of place,
thereby
becoming

“a chord that
resonates the
soul.”

Western Trailbuilders
give award for Greenway

T he Western Trailbuilders Association gave the
first annual Harvey Bell Memorial Award to
The Greenway Collaborative for excellencein Trail
Design, more specifically for their leadership in
creating the Grand Canyon Greenway project.

The award was accepted by three design team
members who have provided countless hours of
expert volunteer assi stance re-conceiving how
people will experience the Grand Canyon.

Present to accept the award were:

« Jeff Olson, atrailblazer from New York and
recent Director of the Millennium Trails
initiative;

* Peter Axelson of Beneficial Designs, who pro-
vided design guides for disability access; and

» Robert Searns, agreenway planner/developer
from Urban Edges of Denver, Colorado, the
Project Development Consultant.

The team, at work for four years, may see the first
construction during 2001, It includes arich mix of
professionals from outside and inside the National
Park Service. They have raised over two million
dollarsto date from Government, corporate, and
individual sources and will incorporate volunteer
participation by youth groups, possibly with expert
help from members of the Association.

The Western Trailbuilders Association is made up
of over 30 contractors who specidizein trails. The
organization has been in existence for about 25
years and meets annually in Reno with various
Government agencies such as the US Forest
Service who use the services of contractorsto
build trails.

This award also recognizes the contributions of one
of its founding members who had been fiercely
committed to excellence in trail design. Harvey
Bell, truly an unforgettable character, was repre-
sented by his brother, Roger Bell, also a California
trail contractor and currently Vice-Chair of
American Trails.

A similar design concept is proposed for Yosemite
Nationa Park, and members of the team have cre-
atively influenced greenway design in urban cen-
ters and front-country trail systems nation-wide.

Searns, amajor contributor to three books on
greenway design and also a Board member of
American Trails, told the group that good trails
were an antidote to technical overload in the infor-
mation age. In this age, leisure activity tendsto
mirror the demands of work culture so that “even
places like the Grand Canyon are now packaged
tour bus photo-ops and not places that fully engage
the whole body, mind and spirit.”

Instead, he envisions open spaces and greenwayss,
whether in wilderness parks or urban centers, as
“vital infrastructure that can become part of our
daily lives.” Well-designed trails could truly engage
the present moment and provide a sense of place,
thereby becoming “a chord that resonates the soul.”

For additional information on the Grand
Canyon Greenway Project, contact Bob
Searns (303) 904-6886. For more information
on the Western Trailbuilders Association,
contact Roger Bell (909) 793-4501 or see
www.trailbuilders.org.

California state trails
program gives awards

T he California State Trails Conference in late
2000 was the scene for recognition of several
important trail and greenway projects, and the com-
munities and people making them happen. Trail
Project Merit Awards were presented to:

« Citiesof Clovisand Fresno and the Coalition
for Community Trailsfor completing the 13-
mile Sugar Pine Trail.

« Cities of Glendale and Burbank, and the Santa
M onica M ountains Conservancy for complet-
ing the 36-mile Verdugo Mountains Trail System

« Santa Cruz Mountains Trail Association for
their 30-year program of building and maintain-
ing trailsin the Santa Cruz Mountains

« Bay Area Ridge Trail Council for their suc-
cessful “Hike for the Ridge” volunteer, fundrais-
ing, and media project

For links to these and hundreds of trail
groups and projects throughout America,
visit www.AmericanTrails.org and click on
“America’s Trails State by State.”
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Special friends of AMERICAN TRAILS

Member organizations of AMERICAN TRAILS

PATRON MEMBERS

O American Honda Motor
Company, Inc.

O Blue Ribbon Coalition

0O Cedar Falls Tourism and
Visitors Bureau, IA

0 Delaware Trails Program-
DNREC

O International Mountain
Bicycling Association

0 Kawasaki Motor Corp.,
U.S.A.

0 Nat’l Off-Highway Vehicle
Conservation Council

0 Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
SUPPORTING MEMBERS

* American Council of
Snowmobile Associations

* American Motorcyclist
Association

» Arrowhead Trails, Inc.

* BHA Design, Inc.

* BLM-Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument, Utah

* Beneficial Designs

» Peter Bond

* Christopher Douwes

« City of Boulder Mountain Parks

« City of Scottsdale, AZ

» Contra Costa Water Dist., CA

* Florida DEP, Greenways & Trails

» Hancock Resources

* International Snowmobile
Manufacturers Association

«J. L. Darling Corporation

« J. F. Fitzpatrick Industries

« Jefferson Co. Open Space, CO

« Johnson County Park &
Recreation District, KS

* Lehman & Lehman, Inc.

e Livermore Area Recreation &
Park District , CA

* Millennium Trails

* Modoc National Forest

* Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

* Motorcycle Industry Council

* Donald A. Neptune, A.LLA, CA

» National Park Service-RTCA
Program, AK

» National Park Service-RTCA
Program, WA

* Nevada State Parks

* Queen Anne’s County Dept. of
Parks and Recreation, MD

* Riverside County Regional Park
& Open Space District

* Round Up Riders of the Rockies

* S. W. Leader, Inc.

» Santa Clara Co. Parks & Rec., CA

« Soil Stabilization Products Co.

« Steadfast Bridge Company

« Sutter Equipment Company

» Tennessee Valley Authority-Land
Between the Lakes

* Triangle Greenways Council, NC

» US Forest Service, East. Reg, WI

» VA Dept. of Conservation & Rec.

* Western Trail Builders Assoc.

» Westvaco

* WI All-Terrain Vehicle Assoc.

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS

* Allegheny Trail Alliance

* AZ State Committee on Trails

» Austin Metro Trails & Greenways

» Backcountry Horsemen of Amer.

» Backcountry Horsemen of WA

» Bay Area Barns & Trails

» Dana Bell

» Buckeye Trail Association

* Bull Creek Foundation

* BLM-Salt Lake City, UT

* BusinessWare, Inc.

* Bylines...

» California Trails Foundation

» The Catamount Trail Assoc., Inc.

* City of Redding, CA

 Colorado Assoc. of 4WD Clubs

» Continental Divide Trail Alliance

» Dorothy Garske Center, AZ

» Dead Horse Ranch Trails
Coalition, AZ

» Dune Buggies Inc.

« East Bay Area Trails Council

* East Coast Greenway Alliance

» Equestrian Land Conservation
Resource

* Finger Lakes Trail Conference

* Friends of Stevens Creek Trail
* ID Dept. of Parks & Recreation
« ldaho Trails Council, Inc.

* Indiana Horse Council, Inc

« Indiana Trail Riders Assoc., Inc..

* Indy Parks Greenways

 lowa State Snowmobile Assoc.

* lowa Trails Council

e Lubbock Lake Landmark, TX

» Marin Municipal Water District

» Methow Valley Sport Trail
Association, WA

» Michigan Horse Council

* The Mountaineers, WA

» The Mountaineers Books

* New England Trail Riders Assoc.

e North American Trail Ride
Conference, NM

* Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-
Trails Association, Inc.

» Ohio State Snowmobile Assoc.

« Pacific Crest Trail Assoc.

« Pacific Northwest Trail Assoc.

» Rim of the World Trails Assoc.

» Sand Creek Greenway, CO

» Santa Barbara Co. Trails Council

» South Carolina Dept. of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism

e Tahoe Rim Trail

» Texas Tech University

* Tionesta Valley Snowmobile Club

* Trail Blazer Magazine

*TRALL, Inc., CT

e Trail Mix, Inc.

* Trails and Bikeways Council of
Greater Redding, CA

* Tri-Cities Visitor & Convention
Bureau, WA

» US Forest Service, Girdwood, AK

» Vermont Association of Snow
Travelers, Inc.

« Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado

 Volunteers for Outdoor Nevada

* Whole Access

* WI Four Wheel Drive Assoc.

 Yakima Greenway Foundation

* Yavapai Trails Association, AZ
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Resources

For hundreds of resources on all aspects of trails and greenways, go to
www.AmericanTrails.org and click on “Resources & Library.”

New edition of Trails for
the 21st Century

The new edition of Trails for the Twenty-First
Century: Planning, Design, and Management
Manual for Multi-Use Trailsis a 211-page paper-
back covering the basics of awide variety of trail
topics such as surfacing, signs, bridges, tunnels,
environmental contaminants, and maintenance.

Case studies and photos of typical situationsillus-
trate the ideas. Included are discussions of trail
issues including shared use, risk management, user
fees, marketing, and public involvement.

The authors of the book are Robert Sear ns of
Urban Edges, Inc., an American Trails board mem-
ber [see the article on page 6], Charles Flink of
Greenways, Inc., aNorth Carolina State University
professor, and Kristine Olka of the Triangle
Greenways Council. Publication sponsors are the
Rivers & Trails Program of the National Park
Service and the Federal Highway Administration.
Trails for the Twenty-First Century,

published by Island Press, is available from
(800) 828-1302 or www.islandpress.com.

Trailbuilding Basics from
IMBA and Subaru

This concise publication starts with the Philosophy
of trail planning, moves through Establishing the
Route, and continues through Construction into
Maintenance. The focusis on providing routes for
mountain bicycling, but the book contains much of
interest to all natural surface trail users, including:

* Erosion

* Try to Mimic Mother Nature

* Building Flow Into Your Route

* Flagging and Clearing the Trail

* Bridges, Switchbacks, and Drainage

Printed copies can be purchased from the
IMBA Online Store: www.imba.com. For a
link to a printable PDF file, go to
www.AmericanTrails.org (click on
“Resources & Llbrary” and click on “Trail
Construction”).

American Trails Website
adds products & services

WEe' re devel oping a new section of the Website of
American Trails at www.AmericanTrails.org.
This new areafeatures trail-related products, ser-
vices, materials, and planners. Our goal isto pro-
vide a convenient source for in-depth information
on consultants and manufacturers for greenways
and trails— not just a series of ads.

For instance, we' Il have information on arange of
different bridge types by different manufacturers,
and information on bridge selection. Linksto relat-
ed articles and on-line information by companies
in the bridge business will provide even more
resources.

A directory of several hundred trail-related busi-
nesses is also included. American Trails sponsors
are featured, along with many other companies
who are helping plan, build, and improve
America's system of trails and greenways.

Check out this new area on the American
Trails website: www.AmericanTrails.org
(click on “Resources & Library” and click on
“Products for Trails ™).

How to hike America’s
longest trails

A new book for the serious backpacking enthusiast
is Hiking the Triple Crown, focusing on the
Appalachian Trail, the Pacific Crest Trail, and the
Continental Divide Trail. Author Karen Berger is
hiking editor for GORP.com and atravel writer
speciaizing in backpacking.

The 224-page book, aptly described as “the expert
how-to guide for long-distance hiking,” stresses
gear selection, planning for long trips, and safety.
Details of the three National Scenic Trailsinclude
recommendations for hiking specific sections.

Hiking the Triple Crown is published by The
Mountaineers Books, 1001 SW Klickitat
Way, Suite 201, Seattle WA 98134;
www.mountaineersbooks.org
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Resources

New edition of America's Recreation Code of Ethics
National Scenic Trails urged by Blue Ribbon Coalition
merica's National Scenic Trails, the first general guide evera different codes of behavior and trail use guidelines
to vividly describe each trail, provides background and ave been promoted by avariety of trail groups. The fol-
helpful touring information, lists points of interest for each lowing Cole of Ethics comes from the Blue Ribbon Coalition.
trail and offers informative trail maps. The 384-page book It makes some good points about courtesy for equestrians,
includes color photographs of the features, flora, and fauna bicyclists, and ATV riders, aswell as those such as hikers

along the trails. With hundreds of one-day excursions, aswell ~ who drive avehicleto atrailhead.
as advice to the seasoned hiker, this book is a passport to the
adventure and discovery found along America's magnificent
National Scenic Trails.

1. I will respect therights of al recreationists to enjoy the
beauty of the outdoors. | will respect public and private

property.
. I will park considerately, taking no more space than need-

ed, without blocking other vehicles, and without impeding
accessto trails.

For additional information please contact Jane 3.1 will keep to the right when meeting another recreationist.
Lammers at jlammers@san.rr.com or call | will yield the right-of-way to traffic moving uphill.
(858) 578-2180.

The author is Kathleen Ann Cor des, Executive Director of 2
the American Association for Leisure and Recreation. Sheis
also the author of America's National Historic Trails.

4. 1 will slow down and use caution when approaching or
overtaking another recreationist.

Rlvers and Tralls Program 5. 1 will respect designated areas, trail-use signs, and estab-

accepting applications lished trails.

he Rivers and Trails Program of the National Park 6. When stopping | will not block the trail.

Service is now accepting applications for technical assis- 7. | will not disturb wildlife. I will avoid areas posted for the
tance to communities. The Rivers and Trails Program, also protection of wildlife.
known as the Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance pro-

gram, helps towns, counties, cities, states, non-profit organi- 8. I will pack out everything | pack in, and will not litter.

zations, and citizens' groups protect and enhance local 9. | redlize that my destination objective and travel speed
resources. The types of projects Rivers and Trails gets should be determined by my equipment, ability, the terrain,
involved in include watershed management planning, green- weather, and the traffic on the trail. In case of an emer-
ways, trail system planning, river restoration, river corridor gency, | will volunteer assistance.

rotection, and open space management planning. . . . .
P pen sp X P g 10. I will not interfere with or harass others. | recognize that

Rivers and Trailsis not a grant program, but provides staff people judge all trail users by my actions.
expertise in public involvement, partnership building,
multi-agency coordination, planning process design,
coordinating planning workshops and other community
events, as well as citizen participation techniques. Thereis

no cost to the community for this assistance. The Rivers and
Trails program selects projects that may involve Park Service
staff for aslittle as afew days and longer-term projects of one
to three years.

11. Motorized users should pull off the trail and stop their
engines when encountering horseback riders. It isalso a
good ideato take off your helmet and greet the riders.

The deadline for submitting an application for this
assistance is July 1, 2001. Assistance would begin after
October 1. Check out the Rivers and Trails web site at
http://www.nps.gov/rtca for contacts and applica-
tion information.
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People in the News

Dale Bosworth selected as
new Forest Service Chief

griculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the

selection of Dale N. Bosworth as the new chief of the
USDA Forest Service. He succeeds former chief Mike
Dombeck who retired from federal service March 31.

“Dale Bosworth is aveteran forester who has devoted his
career to the Forest Service,” said Veneman. “His background
and experience will make him a great addition to our team. |
am pleased to announce his selection as the 15th chief of
USDA's Forest Service.” ] ;

On May 1, Mr. Bosworth
spoke to the U. S. Senate
Subcommittee on Interior
and Related Agencies con-
cerning the 2002 budget of
theU. S. Forest Service. On
the topic of recreation, he
said:
“The Forest Serviceis
also accountable for the
servicesit providesto
the nation for recreation.
We are in many ways, America’'s backyard. Over 70 per-
cent of the population of the United States lives within an
easy day’s drive of National Forests or National
Grasslands. We are emphasizing performance accountabili-
ty in how we meet the recreation demands of America.

“The attention of this Subcommittee to the condition of
facilities used by the public has been greatly appreciated.
We need to face the fact that a status quo approach to man-
aging facilities will not halt the decline of our infrastruc-
ture. Wewould like to work with you to develop innova-
tive solutions to this problem.”

“An additional element to support the demand for quality
recreation is the Recreation Fee Demonstration program.
This program has been a success. The President’s budget
proposes a four-year reauthorization of this program.”

Bosworth currently serves as regional forester for the Forest
Service's Northern Region, which includes northern Idaho,
Montana, North Dakota and northwestern South Dakota. As
Forest Service chief, Bosworth will oversee an organization of
over 30,000 employees and a budget of $4.6 billion. “I'm
deeply honored to be asked to be chief of the Forest Service,”
Bosworth said. “It will be a pleasure to lead an organization
whose employees are recognized for their dedication, profes-
sionalism, and leadership in natural resource management.”

Dean Tice hands over NRPA
reigns to Destry Jarvis

T he National Recreation and Park Association will have a
new Executive Director, T. Destry Jarvis. He will be
taking over from Dean Tice, who headed the NRPA since
1986 and isretiring after along and distinguished career.

Jarvis most recently served as Senior Advisor to the President
of the National Association of Service and Conservation
Corps, where he helped expand the outreach of more than 100
local corps that perform conservation service on public lands.
He has served as Presidential Appointee to the Department of
Interior as Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks. His roles included negotiating park issues
with Congress, analyzing and coordinating strategies on
national parks for the Secretary of the Interior, and serving a
spokesperson to news media and public interest organizations.

Jarvis also served with the National Park Service from 1993
until 1998, first as the Special Assistant to the Director for
Policy and Legidation, and then as Assistant Director for
External Affairs. In that position he was responsible for the
Office of Tourism, the Office of Communications, and the
Office of Congressional and Legidlative Affairs.

“1 believe NRPA can serve agreater role in providing the pub-
lic with a stronger understanding of the critical importance of
park and recreation services in an often overworked and over-
stressed society,” said Jarvis.

Keith Laughlin new head of
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

T he new president of the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy is
Keith Laughlin, former executive director of the White
House Task Force on Livable Communities. He joined the
White House staff in 1993 to work with the Council on
Environmental Quality, where he worked on issues of smart
growth and community
livability.

Laughlin, a Michigan native,
has served in various staff
positions with members of the
U. S. House of Representatives.
He has worked on projects
involving the Environmental
Protection Agency, wetlands
policy, and was the primary
author of Building Livable
Communities.
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Calendar

For e-mail addresses and conference websites, goto _
www.AmericanTrails.org and click on “Calendar.”

August 3-5, 2001 « Bikefest 2001 « LAB's National
Rally « Altoona, PA. Info: League of American Bicyclists
(202) 822-1333.

August 3-6, 2001 « Lake Placid region, New York
August 18-19 « Spokane, Washington

IMBA Trailbuilding School ¢ Classroom and on-trailwork
will prepare volunteers for designing sustainable trails, con-
trolling water flow, building effective trail structures, and
doing routine maintenance. For contacts for these and other
IMBA Schools throughout the year, visit the website at
www.AmericanTrails.org and click on* Calendar.”

August 16-18, 2001 « First National Congress of
Pedestrian Advocates

Oakland, CA. Training in advocacy techniques, organizing
and fundraising, pedestrian design and safety issues.

Info: (503) 222-1077

August 17-21, 2001 « 7th Conference on National
Scenic and Historic Trails

Radisson Hotel Conference Center, Casper, Wyoming.
Organized by the Partnership for the National Trails System.
Info: (608) 249-7870.

September 7-9, 2001 ¢ 18th Annual California Trails &
Greenways Conference
Lake Arrowhead, CA. Info: Paula David (916) 651-6915

September 7-9, 2001 « TrailFest 2001
Breckenridge, Colorado. The conference of the Continental
Divide Trail Alliance will be key to defining a future CDT
corridor and Master Plan. Contact: CDTA, PO. Box 628,
Pine, Colorado 80470; (888) 909-CDTA (2382)

September 13-15 ¢ Colorado Trails Symposium e
Winter Park, Colorado (in the mountains during fall color sea-
son!). Programs and field trips on all aspects of trails and
greenways, including funding, trail management, new tech-
nologies, land acquisition, and accessible trail solutions.
Presented by the State Trails Program of Colorado State
Parks, the conference is for planners, agencies, activists, orga-
nizations, and consultants to share information and new ideas.
Info: (303) 866-3203 X 306.

September 17-21, 2001 « Velo-City 2001
Edinburgh/Glasgow, Scotland. Info: Meeting Makers Ltd,
Jordanhill Campus, 76 Southbrae Drive, Glasgow G13 1PP,
Scotland; voice: 0141 434 1500; fax: 434 1519

September 16-19, 2001 « Mid-Atlantic Governor's
Conference on Greenways & Blueways

Arlington, VA. Sponsored by the governors of VA, MD and
PA, with NC, SC, WV, DE, NY, and NJ, and federal agencies
and numerous organizations. Latest research and design solu-
tions for building livable communities enhancing green infra-
structure. Cost is $150, including most meals, mobile work-
shops, excursions, breaks, and receptions. Info: Bill Conkle
(804) 786-5492.

September 21-22, 2001 « Alaska's Statewide Trails
Symposium « Mt. McKinley Princess Hotel, Mile 132 Parks
Highway. Info: Ron Crenshaw, Alaska State Parks (907) 269-
8704.

September 24-28, 2001 « “Retrofitting for
Accessibility” « Gatlinburg, TN.

Training sessions for applying accessibility standards under
the Americans with Disabilities Act for recreation access.
Info: National Center on Accessibility (812) 856-4422.

September 26-29, 2001 « International Trails &
Greenways Conference ¢ St. Louis. Topicsinclude public
health and trails, safe routes to school, urban redevel opment,
policy issues, smart growth, good design, corridor acquisition,
and management strategies. Info: (202) 974-5152

October 3-5, 2001 « Tread Lightly!'s “Making a
Difference” Conference ¢ Park City, Utah

Learn, collaborate, network and help move Tread Lightly! for-
ward in its educational efforts for low-impact recreation. Info:
(800) 966-9900

October 3-6, 2001 « National Recreation and Park
Association Annual Congress
Denver, CO -- Info: NRPA at (703) 858-2158.

October 4-6, 2001 « Washington State Trails
Conference 2001 « Vancouver, Washington

The themeis “Healthy trails, heathy people... discover the
economic, social, and health benefits.” Info: Jeri Krampetz,
(877) 854-9415 (tall free).

Universal Trail Assessment Training (UTAP)
October 15-16 » Oracle State Park, Tucson, AZ
October 18-19 » Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Training session on how to better assess and
maintain your trails for accessibility. -- Info: visit
www.AmericanTrails.org -- click on “Calendar.”
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YES! I/we want to join AMERICAN TRAILS and help develop and protect trails!
Thisis a New Renewing Membership or Subscription.
_____Associate (Individual) $25 or more
Receive Trail Tracks for 1 year, and discount on National Trails Symposium registration.
_____Subscription (Agency/Library) $35
Receive Trail Tracks for 1 year.

Affiliate Organization (Nonprofit/Volunteer Groups) $50 or more
Receive Trail Tracks, discount on National Trails Symposium registration for 1 person, and name listing in Trail Tracks.

Supporter (Business, Organization, Agency, or Individual) $100 - $249
Receive 3 copies of Trail Tracks for 1 year, discount on National Trails Symposium registrations for 3 people, and organization
name listing in Trail Tracks.

Patron (Business, Organization, Agency, or Individual) $250 or more
All board members and CEO receive copies of Trail Tracks for 1 year, and discount on National Trails Symposium registrations.
Organization is profiled and name is listed in every Trail Tracks and on the American Trails website.

Additional Donation $ THANK YOU!
Please make check payable to AMERICAN TRAILS, and mail to: PO Box 11046, Prescott AZ 86304 Phone (520) 632-1140
Form may also be faxed in if paying by credit card. to (520) 632-1147

If paying by credit card: ___ Visa ___ Master Card Card# Exp.
Name on Card Signature Date
Contact name Organization

Address City

State Zip Phone Fax E-mail

Website

If this is a Patron or Supporter membership, please attach names & addresses of additional newsletter recipients! Thanks!

American Trails does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, or ability.
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